2020 (5o 05. 0451551 daal> «5195¥g (sl A sl3d! pil gt Jg¥1 Jgadl azlll

I Aalaid Wy dealall LalKay ol g5 ddlaiay Jadaiad § ol
316515/ 10509 (i il

The Urban Centre of Tamentit in the Region of
Tuat and Its Scientific and Economic Position
during the 9th and 10th Centuries Hegira

(15th and 16th C. AD)
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Abstract :

Tuat is considered as one of the regions which knew an early ettlement
of the man due to its strategic location. It was also considered as a transit and a
meeting area for the trade caravans and the caravans of pilgrims. Thanks to the
man who could challenge all the obstacles and to interact with his environment
and built a civilization whose features, such as ksour, foggara, Zawaya and
khizanat (traditional libraries) and a scientific and cultural heritage are still
witnesses until now. It is also important to mention that a number of scientific
urban centres emerged in the region of Tuat whose fame went beyond the
geographical boundaries of region and which had been dealt with in the writings
of explorers and historians. Amongst these centres were Bouda, Tsabit,
Timimoun, Tinilane, Mlouka, Zawyet Kunta, etc. The urban centre of Tamentit
had been the most important for centuries, the city of Tamentit was mentioned
in a number of writings of travelers and historians. This urban centre was also
known by its ksour such as Ulad Dawuud, Ulad Ali ben Musa, Ulad Yaqub, Uld
Mimoun, Tahga, Ghmer Agbur, Taylut, Tufaghi, Ulad Mhamad, Ulad Ahmali
and Ulad Yahya. Besides, the city was famous of its prominent Muslim scholars
such as Shaykh Issa ben Muhammad al-Batwi, Shaykh Abu Yahya Muhammad
al-Minyari, Shaykh yahya ben Yedder ben Atig a-Tadelsi, Abdullah ben Abi
Bakr al-Asnuni and his nephew Shaky Salem ben Muhammad ben Abi Bakr al-
Asnuni, Shaykh Muhammad ibn Abdulkareem al-Maghili a-Tilimsani, Shaykh
Maymoun ben Amr ibn Muhammad al-Baz, and others. In addition to its
markets, crafts mosques and Khizanat of manuscripts, the city gained its
reputation from the juristic controversy that took place between two of its
outstanding figures during the ninth century Hegira, the fifteenth century AD, in
what is known by Nazilat al-Yahud in Tamentit (the fatwa on the Jews) between
al-Asnuni and al-Maghili. Despite what has been written about the city of
Tamentit by the ancient and contemporary historians, in my opinion, it did not
take what it deserves with regard to its position and the important roles it
played.
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