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Abstract

The present paper inquires in the origin of food issue in Africa, the
reasons, consequences, and the different policies adopted to find a remedy. In
other words, it aims at tracing how the foot prints of colonialism still looms at
the horizons of present food issue in Africa. Ghana is chosen as a sample to be
the field of this research for the following considerations. First, this former
British colony shares common features with most African countries, and this
allows generalising findings. Second, it represents a country which enjoys
favourable conditions for agriculture, in other words, it has excellent climatic
conditions, in addition to the varied reliefs and abundance of water, these
factors together permit the elimination of the natural conditions such as desert
land lack of water, etc., that may negatively affect agriculture. The third reason
lies in the fact that this British former colony has much in common with the
French former colony Algeria during the pre colonial, colonial and post colonial
periods, to put it differently, they almost went through similar circumstances.
This enables, to some extent, to determine and therefore generalise the role and
responsibility of the European colonial powers in this issue if any.

The paper is divided into three distinctive parts, the first is devoted to the
pre colonial period, where the agricultural sector is examined, to check to what
extent the people of the Gold Coast achieved food self-sufficiency under
subsistence economy. The second part deals with the changes that affected the
agricultural sector throughout the colonial period, in this respect the different
economic policies and development plans that had direct impacts on the
agricultural sector are examined. The last part of the paper is devoted to the post
colonial period where the agricultural sector is examined to check how far it
could meet the Ghanaian’s needs in terms of food. Besides, light is shed on the
policies adopted by the succeeding governments to take remedial actions to
bridge the food dependency gap.
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