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The Jurists and Colonialism in West Africa: Perspectives
of Conciliation and Jihad 1850 - 1960 CE

Abstract

During the 19th century CE, corresponding to the 13th century AH, West
Africa witnessed a significant scientific renaissance. This era saw the emergence
of scholarly centres in the region, accompanied by the rise of renowned jurists
whose fame spread far and wide. This period was marked by an abundance of
legal writings and jurisprudential compilations. However, due to political
fragmentation, colonial powers were able to infiltrate West Africa. The scholars'
perspectives on colonization resulted in a vast jurisprudential legacy, stemming
from their divided stances within the region—some opposing colonization
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through force or peaceful means, others adopting a more conciliatory and
accommodating approach, and a third faction choosing migration. Each group
defended their legitimate arguments, striving to propagate their viewpoints.

This study delves into the diverse stances of scholars towards colonization
in West Africa and concludes with several outcomes that highlight the
contemporary Islamic community's need for further exploration of these
perspectives.

Keywords: Islamic West Africa, Jurists, Authority, Sufi Orders, Western Sudan,
Jihad, Conciliation.
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