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Abstract

The family is considered to be one of the mostartgmt components of a society
The family in the Tuati society with its componerdasad the characteristics of its
components differs from the family in the urbanisbes in terms of the conventions and
customs controlling and governing it . The Islaffamily in the area of Tuat is based on
the Islamic teachings of the religion accordingh® Qur'an and Sunnah. Nevertheless, it is
still standing in terms of its establishment stapd the stages of its construction according
to the traditions, customs and conventions whiclehaeen passed over generations, and
from generation to another; its name has been emtbéétween them over days and
nights. In this study, we will try to find out alkiaihe nature of engagement and marriage in
the Tuati community during the late 20th century arp until now, and how much it
uniqueness and distinctiveness differ from the ofshe families in the other Sahraoui
communities, as well as from the urban communiiresthe north. To have more
information we ought to know the steps of engagdraed its features then the marriage
and its decrees and customs with reference todhes\of dowries, which vary according
to each and every family in the Tuati communitythwa review of the post-construction of
the family. Then we dealt with the birth of children the Tuati community and how it is

sacred and celebrated tradtionally by the Tuatpfeeo

Keywords: Family, Tuat, Engagement, Marriage, traditions,stéms, dowry,
Society, Children Birth.
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Introduction

Algeria is one of the Northern African countrieshas a large number of different
fantastic places that show its impressive pictorgards the outside world. Each part of
Algeria is characterized by a set of traditions anstoms, which are very distinctive from
the other parts of the country. Tuat representshiggest part of Algeria. Tuat, Adrar
today, is well known by its great history that gvea special rank and interest among the
other regions. Tuat, by itself, represents a newldvoonsisting of several and multiple
tribes, races, ethnicities, and cultures livingetibgr in one single area sharing one vintage
culture and heritage. The Tuati society glorifiee family as it is considered to be one of
the basic components of society. The family in 8adrawi society with its components
and the characteristics of its components diffessnfthe family in the urban societies in
terms of the traditions and customs controlling goderning it. Marriage ceremony in
Tuat region shapes the essence of the Tuati cullime paper attempts to describe the
marital ceremony and the rituals of the Tuati naayei from the first step to the last. We
will try to find out about the nature of engagemant marriage in the Tuati community
during the 18th and 19th century, and how muchimisiueness and distinctiveness differ
from the rest of the families in the other desestmmunities, as well as the urban
communities in the north. To have more informatisa ought to know the steps of
engagement and its features then the marriagetanmtcrees and customs with reference

to the value of dowries, which vary according te tonstituents of the Tuati community,
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with a review of the post-construction of the famirhen we will deal with the case of the
newborn and how the Tuati family glorifies this evand how it celebrates it with joy and
delight. In this paper, we will deal with sever@ms covered by three chapters: in the first
chapter, | formulated a historical and culturalchground to Tuat and the Tuati society
and its social classes. In the second chapteinégomany items together starting from
marriage in general and the status of both menvaorden before and after Islam. Then |
specified marriage upon its nature in Islam, arehthastly, marriage in Algeria and its
traditions and customs. In the third and last abiapttalked specifically about marriage in
the region of Tuat. | dealt with its rituals andditions in a more detailed manner through
interviews and pictures taken by me personallyhsd t could coin this review on the

beauty and preserving nature of the Tuati people.



Literature review

Literature review

This topic was not tackled very often considering tack of the sources. Yet few
researchers did conduct decent researches uporalyaeremony in Tuat region.

Professor Ben AbdLmoumen Bahia (2015) iffhé Situation of The Tuati Woman
through the Descendings Al Ghania of Bulbala thiouhge 18/19" Century wrote all
about the conditions of the Tuati woman and poimtetthe marital ceremony in the Tuati
society. He also talked about the dowries and therce in the Tuati society.

In (2020), Abd-el-Kader Ben Djaafri in his boolOmi Tuat wrote about marriage
in the Tuati society in details, including old ti@@hs and rituals that are no longer
implemented in today's Tuat.

In an article published in AI-MIEYAR scientific magine in 2020 entitled
"Engagement and marriage in the Twati communityrduthe 18 th- 19 centuries” by
Nourredine Ben Ticha&Lahlailssad wrote about thgagmet in a general manner and
how ut is taken in the Tuati society. They als@nefd to the marital life in Tuat region

What | did is dig deeper in the Tuati communityligd all the rituals which are until
now being adopted. | talked about engagement angracedures, and all the other events
hosted from the day of the engagement until thedag where the wedding officially ends.
| provided also pictures to authenticate the wegld@remony so that | could vividly bring
the Tuatitradtions and cudtoms to the light. | aésided a section to talk about the

Tuatichild birth and how the child is celebratedibbyhe Tuati society.
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Background to the Region of Tuat



Chapter I: Background to the region of Tuat

1.1 Concise Introduction toTuat Region

Tuat is a natural area in the Southwest of the #dgeSahara that contains a series of

small oases. In the past, these oases were impéotahe convoys crossing the desert.
1.1.1 Location
The region of Tuatis located in the southwest & figerian Sahara, which is an
integral part of the African Sahara Desert andhbisua 1500 km away from the capital
Algiers. It is bordered to the north by the regarGourara, to the south by the region of
Tidikelt and the desert of Tanezrouft, to the wiegtErg Chechand to the east by the

plateau of Tadmait. The region of Tuat is thus teddetween the region of Gourara and

Tidikelt.
Figure I: Adrar location map
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Sourcehttps://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8f8Z - Touat_Region_-_Villes.png

1.1.2Population:

According to general population census of the y2@23, the population of this
region is approximately 436,601 people with thehbgf rate of population falling in the

Wilaya of Adrar and Timimon: 49,237 people in Tinamand 43,903 in Adrar forming



Chapter I: Background to the region of Tuat

the highest percentage compared to the rest ofother regions. The origin of the
population in these areas dates back to the ordjitisree main known origins, namely the
Berbers and their origin from the north and thesedi, and still live until now, in the
central Sahara. As for the Arabs, their arrival wasugh intermittent periods, especially
when the northern region was abound in conflicteilavthe Black (people descending
from slaves descendents) element and is consitigregsearchers to be the oldest element
due to the peoples who lived since the dawn of .tifie oldest villages which were built
were in the form of fortifications dating back tery ancient times, attributed by historians
such as Cheikh Molay Ahmed Tahrildrigsid IbnKhaldun to the first Berber tribes that
came to the region; they are the Gaétulie rate of immigrant tribes continued until the
arrival of migrations from the Arabs, who built lajes during the seventh century AD;
and othergsur known as thejsur of Taurirt in the areas of Timimon and its subuaipsl
also in Reggane.

It may not be enough to get acquainted with theesaf Tuat and the customs of its
people by simply visiting its superb, diverse areas it is not enough to wander the
streets, nor just to see its vintage buildings. @aeto live its reality by noting the distinct
ways of living of its people and dive deep inttoidiscover the treasures that this beautiful
historical area provides. It is a completely difer point from those areas shown in films.
We have not heard of them in the tales and we haveead their details in the novels. It
was a point of contact and confluence of caravansirtg from north to south, towards the
markets of West Africa (West Sudan). Due to theéadise of the region from the centre of
urbanization, it has become immune from the theataronflicts and wars witnessed by

the Islamic Maghreb. Hence, the people took refogehem to escape from the enemies

'Ahmed TaharAlldrissivas one the greatest historians in Tuat regionsaraligious teacher who appeared in
the late 1930s ( See Figure I).
“Gaetuli was a name of ancient Berber tribe inhabitingGelé. they lived in the Atlas Mountains.

6



Chapter I: Background to the region of Tuat

where they preferred to stay in the desert deggitearshness to submit to their rulers and
remained open to the migrations of different triseed these tribes came to it at successive
intervals and in different circumstances from tlegibning of the Islamic conquest of the
Maghreb until the eighteenth century AD where ih& tapital and icon of the region was
the city of Tamentit due to its scientific, relig® and urban excellence. Then, the capital
moved to Timmi at the end of the seventeenth cgmlr. (1334sia ¢ —w 1Y)

The French entered the region after several ndgoigadue to the resistance of the
people at the beginning of the twentieth centurp. i@ court areqsur and population
gatherings dating back to ancient times, histoiaatimarks that stand proud and lofty,
bearing witness to a glorious commercial, cultugald civilized past. Among thgsur*
and multiple gatherings, history laid its foundasp established its pillars, and
immortalized its features in sevegdur. As well as the wondrous cave of Temassekht, on
which the anciengsar sits.

Touat is composed of three main sections whichGarerara, Tuat or Middle Tuat,
and Tidikelt. Gourara includes the following dists (municipalities)QsarOuledKdour,
Ouled Said, Timimon, Ouled-Aissa, Talmin, Charwifarfa, Daldoul, and Ouaghrout.
Central Tuat covers twelve municipalities which:arFeabit, Esabaa, Buda, Adrar, Timi,
Tamentit, Fenuoghil, Tamest, Zaouiat-kounta, Inzeg®ali, and Reggane. Tidikelt, on

the other hand includes four districts: Aoulef, dimkten, Akebli, and Tit.

'Qsar. is a term used frequently in the region of Twatefer to a small village that consists of inhabis of
different races under one culture.
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Figure 1l: AhmedTahar Al Idrissi

Sourcehttps:/ican.&ydaldelyawimi.dz/wp

In this aesthetically antique region, many traditicand cultural representations
endorsed. Tuat had been the land of wonders, sinbad been the home of ma
traditions and rural customs. A visitor to Adrasabvers the Popular Folklore Dar
(Barud), the antique stores that sell the regional cus such as: Th@andour: which has
witnessed several enhancement for the past yeatstoNorget the Tuati textileEl-Zjar?,
El-gashabiyd, El-Burnus and many others. The Tuati people usually relasirthtability
of the weathersince the weather inuat is often dominated by sand storms and blo\
winds+to the benign or evil psyche of people since thatiTpeople do not get seduced
the fabricated looks and appearances. Yet, rattesr believe that the personality of
individual is manifested in their view- in the purity of the heart, the purity of one'sls:
and the purity of one's intention; thus they do testd to exaggerate in dressing
luxuriously in matter of the culture or the styliesocial, economic life. Tuat is consider
to be a natural wonder in which eagsarhas its own treasures and unique characteri
For instanceTamentit has the biggest oases of palm trees. Adthdhe golde-yellowish
sand is what seems to be the catchiest wonderafe-the oldest source orrigation-

remains the optimum attention drawer for the visi

'El- Zjar: a piece of clothing worn by the women to coveittiaces while being outside the hc
%El-Kachabia also known as kchabia i traditional Berber clothing

®El-Burnus:a long cloak of coarse woolen fabric with a pointead, often white in color, traditionally wo
by Berber men in North Africa

8



Chapter I: Background to the region of Tuat

1.1.3 The Etymology of the Term Tuat

If we go to the origin of this word, we find th&ietre are differences in defining the
concept of the word Tuat, as the opinions of hiata differ greatly regarding the naming
of this latter. Around ten different interpretatiohave been tackled on the paradoxical
name of Tuat. Four of which will be discussed d®ves:

Abd Allah- Al Ansari states that the word Tuat gdeck to one of the Southern- Sahara
tribes. On the other hand, Mohammed Ben Abd Al-ikakl-Bakraoui states that the term
Tuat 3was introduced as it is because the two feaéddi Ben A-Taib and Tahar Ben Abd
Al- Moumin were taking Al-atawat' ‘from the inhabitants of Tuat in 565 AC; therefore;
this territory became known as Tuat. From anothmglea Ahmed Al- Idrissi A- Tahri
states that Tuat is named as such because the Woati is for prayer' an Arabic
expression suitable for pray€2826 wlsiall (2003312l (Researcher's translation from
Arabic and French.)

Martin- A.G.P on the other hand clarifies that tmgin of the term Touat is rooted |
the word "Ouasis" which existed in many languages among those languages French;
meaning oasis which is a fertile spot in a deséene water is found.(Martin, p. 115)

The term Tuat is said to be of Tamazight origirwats given to that space or part of
Algerian Sahara. A keen dispute had taken placelsieg for the reason behind naming
that area of Algeria as Tuat. Consequently, severatls and articles were written notably
to explain and to clarify the term's origin. Mogttbose perspectives acknowledged that
the term Tuat, according to recent etymologicaldists, the word Tuat refers in the
Amazighi language to the lower places. So Tuat,ia®rnal part, is located under the

thoracic cavity.

'Al-Atawat a legal amount of money paid to the governoxithange of protection

9



Chapter I: Background to the region of Tt

1.1.4The Social GQassification in Tuat Region (The Social Ladder

The early first foundation of Tuat ldl social stairway went through several phe
characterized by the coming of various groups opjpefrom different geographical plac
representing numerous ethnicities. The first intzadds were, as stated earlier, Berb
they came to settle in Tuin huge numbers. The majority of them were of Zg'origin.
They brought many achievements among which buildderorating, farming, diggin
deep fouggaraf, and other activitiesTheir arrival to Tuatwas characterized t
immigrating in groups over derent intervals of time. For political reasons, likes were
always living in a continuous quarrel with the athgbes. Consequently, there wa:
severe need for settling things by getting rid hadttdisagreement, theea of living in a
social class-bsed society started its primary rebound to evolve @ be the appropria

solution for that time of nee

Figure 1lI: A Canal linking Fouggarat

Sourcehttps://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thfiffO/QanatFiraun.JPG/247-
QanatFiraun.JPG

Zenata a group of Amazighi tribes, historically one bétlargest Berber confederati
“Fougara is an old method of irrigation used generally ia #outh of Algeria; specifically in Tuat. It
considered one of the most marvelous wonders of tia¢ land (See Figure II).

10



Chapter I: Background to the region of Tuat

1.1.4.1 The Shurfa:

The class of "Shurfa" is known the highest sodeds in the Tuat social community.
They are also known as "the Nobles", and they kemselves as special people because
they belong to the Prophet Mohammed's descent épéac upon him). Under this
understanding, it is said that the Shurfa arecthiglren of El- Hassan and EI- Hussein,

sons of Caliphate Ali and Fatima, daughter of thepRet. (Bouhania, p. 166).

1.1.4.2 The Mraltin:

They are considered to be the second class of tla Jocial ladder. Alike the
Shurfa, they appear to be the second-highest @aswell. They are both, noble and
aristocrats; their name is derived from the wokthioravid$ who ruled North Africa and
part of Andalusia for centuries. They are peoplestiion. That is, they work as "Imams"
mostly and Qura'nicschool teachers. Their main atiwe is to instruct sayings and
percepts of Allah and his Messenger, Prophet Mohednr(peace be upon him.)

(Bouhania, p. 167)

1.1.4.3 The Zwa/ People of the Shrines:

This class comes after the Shurfa. Theyare beliewdd the descendants of the first
Caliphate, Abu BakrEssedig. The Zwa had to payectite tributes to the Shurfa who
protected them from any dangers. They were tholgugtabicised right from the first

centuries of the Muslim conquests of North Africa.

1.1.4.4 The Arabs:

This class shapes the majority of the Tuati commyuiiihey are the third class in the
society descending from the Mtah Like the Mralin, the Arabs devote themselves to

preaching "the word of God" to people of the ottlasses.
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1.1.4.5 The Haratn:

They are the lowest class in the social categaozal hey are people of black skin.
The etymology of the word "Hafat' is controversial and doubtful. For some peotiiat
word consists of two parts: "Hurr" meaning free dmtdani”, referring to a second time.
Hence, the word Hartani means "second generatidreefslaves". They used to work as
farmers, land- workers, constructors, and in otwtivities which may seem difficult and

hard to do for The Shurfa and the other classéiseoT uati society. (Bouhania, p. 169)

1.1.4.6 The Slaves:

This category falls under the same umbrella asHheanis. They are also another
lower class in the social hierarchy. They are bldlokir ancestors were brought from sub-
Saharan Africa to Tuat as slaves. Most rich famili®ught them in exchange for gold,
salt, and silk. They are demanded to do the mdBtut tasks like diggingfouggarat
farming various crops, irrigation. Nowadays, sladesnot exist as they have been freed

and are now labeled as the Hamat
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Chapter II: Marriage before and after Islam: vatheference to marriage in Algeria

2.1. Definition of Marriage

Marriage is defined as a union of two individudtatt creates a family bond and
entails legal and/or social rights and obligatidhgs a constitution that is observed almost
universally. Different categories of people arouhé world have different norms and
practices when it comes to marriage. In Islam, Mge is especially important. It is
considered to be very sacred. The Arabic word farriage is Nikkah. Marriage is not
obligatory, yet if a person feels as if he/sheapable of taking this highly important step,
then it is recommended. Marriage is also a legiim@ath to creating a family and a

legitimate way to satisfy one's sexual desires.

2.1.1 The Social Definition of Marriage

There is a lot of talk about defining marriage atigidue to the different views of
sociologists on marriage. We find among the deéing that it is considered to be a
“sexual relationship” that imposes social relatlups consisting of two of both sexes, and
is expected to continue over time in order to hatddren and may include social
sanctions. lllegal relationships are not accepta@gards to society, considering that Islam
excludes this sort of relationships, and in additto the intercourse between the two
partners in marriage and the affection of pateraitgd motherhood, we find that marriage
enjoys social approval. When defining the relatiopdetween husband and wife, fathers
and children and the family bond, it becomes allegatract that is distinguished with

sanctification and religious blessing.

2.1.2 Customary Marriage
Customary marriage is a type of marriage in whiaskerghing is conducted
depending on the qualifications of both the man #&mel woman where only their

agreement settles this case without any legal aduiShere are several ways by which
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this marriage is doneaccording to the society iiclg a contract between the husband and
wife or by whom they are represented accordinch@religious beliefs.«gal x> 5 <l )
@364sia
2.1.3 Some Ancient Forms of Marriage
In pre-Islamic Arabia, a variety of different mage practices existed. The most

common and recognized types of marriage at this tionsisted of:

2.1.3.1 Surrogacy Marriage

Surrogacy refers to an arrangement, often suppbsgtedlegal agreement, whereby a
woman agrees to the delivery or labour for anogeeson or people, who will become the
child's parent(s) after birth. Surrogating marrigga form which was performed anciently
by men whereby a man sends his wife to another wiam possesses certain features so
that these features can be passed on to the iffaistdates back to the Babylonians who

permitted this act to prevent divorce.

2.1.3.2 Exchange Marriage

Exchange marriage, a form of marriage involving amanged and reciprocal
exchange of spouses between two groups. Exchangegeis most common in societies
that have a unilineal descent system emphasiziegntiale line (patrilineality) and a
consistent expectation of post marital residencéh war near the groom’s family
(patrilocality). Arabs, in the past, used to periathis type of marriage where a man has
his sister married to another on the conditionasdrtg the sister of his as a trade base. In
Islam, it is known as Shighaar marriage and itr@hfbited according to the teachings of
Islam for what is contains of injustice to womerdatenying their right. It was narrated
from Ibn Umar that the Prophet said: "There ishighaar marriage in Islam.” Narrated by

Muslim (1415).
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2.1.4Some Modern Forms of Marriage

There are several types of marriages across aktsxscin the world. But, the most

common marriage types include the following:

2.1.4.1 Interracial Marriage

This type of marriage varies between race and @tinilt is an arrangement that
takes place between people of different ethnicjata@nd/or cultural backgrounds.
Surprising as this might be, this is not an arramget which had always been accepted. At
one point, this was an extremely controversial dopiound the world, and was even
unacceptable. This perception has obviously charmmyedt time, but some people still

claim to feel stigmatized or dignified for marryiogtside of their racial line.

2.1.4.2 Arranged Marriage

An arranged marriage is one that agreed upon byatidies of the male and the
female wanted to be associated. Unlike love-basadiage, in this case love is not a
priority. This type is mostly spread and widely eaded in Tuat precisely and eastern
societies in general region seeing it to be veliylstn this marriage, love is said to come
after the marriage ceremony; along with the childzad responsibilities that tie the family
together. For this, it is regarded as the mostdgjpe of marriage until this time although
it has gone through some changes from what it tsé@ in the past. With these eminent

changes, it came to be viewed as a modern kincaofiages.

2.1.5 Women and Men before and after Islam
In pre-Islamic Arabia, men and women'’s status vavigdely according to the laws

and cultural norms of the tribes in which they tive
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2.1.5.1 The Value of Men and Women in Ancient Times

Men and women lived in the barbaric tribes in thei@nt times an animalistic life
that is similar to a life of pets sharing the shagd@f a hut where the man behaved as he
pleased out of obsessive control and the possesstiacts. As the man benefitted from
animals' fur, milk and meat, as he considered tbman a property that belonged to him
exclusively and that she was only created for #ie ©f serving him. As the man lived in
the ancient tribal times, he used to buy any wohlamvanted and sell her to whoever for
mutual exchange, pleasure or services; and hehieadight to abandon or kill her to benefit
of her meat in the days of starvation or feastsalde considered everything that fell under
her control as his property having no right to perf any business transactions. Women
during the dark times were compelled to obey tha,maafather or a husband willingly or
unwillingly; as she was compelled to take carehaf domestic works and whatever men

needed.Q75%xa ¢ o Skl )

2.1.5.2 Women's Value in Islam

After all what women suffered through times inadpects of life from humiliation to
condescension as they were of weakness and a stbdeayility, Islam came to legislate
and preserve the rights of women; and cancelledlait was thought of about women and
showed their real image. The value of men and womédslam, considering that they are
both humans, is the same since humanity as a wisokeaced back to Adam and
Eve.Q764ia .o JLLLL)

Islam set the difference between humans only irettenof the piety, as the Holy
Qur'an says:) K& & sie Ka &l ) 1D i s Qa8 G KU 0 G G

e e d{13)

'Piety. the quality of being pious; fidelity and dutifess in religion; devoutness.
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"O, people! We created you from a male and a femalend we made you races and
tribes, so that you may come to know one another.évily the noblest of you in the
sight of Allah is the most God-fearing of you. Surdg Allah is All-Knowing, All-
Aware."(Surah al-Hujurat, 13). The almighty created human beings from a femaleaand
male combined together, " And their Lord respontethem, Never will | allow to lose
the work of [any] worker among you, whether malefemale; you are of one another"
(SurahAl-'Imran, 195). All of these Qura'nic scripts prove thslai has showed clearly
the high status of women in comparison to men tiegher of the two is superior to the
other except in mater of good deeds. This showtheisnassive difference between men
and women in ancient times and after Islam arrivad] what it accomplished for both
men and women but especially women; that it alledahe status of women and made
them equal to men except in some cases wheregarded the nature of the situation.
Islam also regarded both of the work of men and accounted,Every soul, for what

it has earned, will be retained” ( Surah Al-Muddathir, 38).

2.2Marriage in Islam

Islam views marriage as a social institution as asdhumanity itself. It can be
defined as a relationship between a man and a woetagnized by customs or laws and
involves certain rights and obligations. Both o€ tparties involved within this divine
union and for the case of children being born unidisrlawful attachment. Hence marriage
has two roles to serve: one is to modulate the hietwween the two parties involved; the

other is to maintain humanity existence througldecan.

2.2.1. Marriage in Qur'an
Firstly, Islam does not uphold marriage as a uioly for the gratification of sexual

drive, but a social contract with wide and varidaligations and responsibilities. The
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reason behind it is that, according to how Islaatifies women, a woman is not a tool in
the hand of man, but a spiritual and moral bein@ whentrusted to him on the sacred
pledge to which Allah is made a witness. Hence vitie is not meant to provide luscious
pleasure only to the husband or the female to take,nbut to fully co-operate with him in
making the life of the family and ultimately of thehole humanity significantly
meaningful. The Holy Quran has glorified the impoce of marriage through many
verses, as it stresses upon the people to marnygsteat marriage is the most effective
manner whereby one can lead a virtuous life fremnfrimmorality, indecency and
emotional inhibition. The holy Qur'an say3$hey (your wives) are as a garment to you,
and you are as a garment to them"( Surah Al-Bagarah187) This verse shows the
basic purpose of marriage in Islam. Islam enjoinad & wife and husband should have the
most intimate and loving relationship. Each shqariotect and safeguard the interest of the
other.

The Holy Quran says'And marry those among you who are single (whethre
men or women) and those who are fit among your maldaves and your female slaves;
if they are needy, Allah will make them free from vant out of His grace; and Allah is
Ample-giving, Knowing.” (Surah an-Nur, 24:32).

This verse strongly emphasizes the importance afriage in Islam. The word
'single’ in here refers to every single person,iarapplicable to every man who is without
a wife and to every woman who is without a husbdarite verse adds up that those who
show the right attitude in their dealings with yaxd in whom you find the capability of
discharging the responsibilities of married life.

As one delves more into the very core of Islangtlaer element will be captured
which is a crucial role of Islam, and that is tliaprovides complete guidance for all

aspects of daily life. It will be found that thestructions regarding marriage are
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particularly comprehensive in both the Holy Quramd Hadith (the Prophetic traditions).

In Islam, marriage requires the approval of botttige The future bride and groom must
be willing to accept marriage. Nobody is entitledférce them upon doing beyond their
will. There is a marriage contract between the graw the side that represents him, and
the guardian of the bride, who is referred to asERWali in some rural areas. If both

parties reach an agreement, only then the margagemony can be held. The Islamic
community is one of the many cultures that dearlyoece arranged marriages. The

Islamic ideas of arranged marriage propose a toadit and sensible approach to marriage.

2.2.2 Marriage in the Sunnah(Prophetic Traditions)

In the Sunnah, marriage is seen as half of religisrto show its importance and

relevance in the Islamic religion:
‘AbdullahibnMastid (may Allah be pleased with him) reported:The Reigmay Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) s&@young men, those of you who can afford to
should marry; it restrains the gaze and fortifies me's chastity. Those who cannot
should fast; it controls the sexual desire."” (SahitMuslim, 1400c).

In this Hadith, the Prophet (peace be upon himjsadvthe youth to marry if they
can afford to raise and support, both financiaitg @motionally, a family regarding that it
is an uneasy responsibility. For those who canmditJong for it, the Prophet (may Allah's
peace and blessings be upon him) recommended thefast, because this contains
rewards and diminishes sexual desire by meanssistirey food and drink. As a result, the
soul debilitates and the blood veins through wiSekan‘travels are consequently blocked.

For this, the Prophet considered to be necessarywfoch he labeled it as

Fulfillment of Half of the religiord’Anas reported God's Messenger as saying, "When a

!Satan the leader of the devils in Islam. He refusedkéel before Adam for which he was banished from
heaven.
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man marries he has fulfilled half of the religion;so let him fear God regarding the
remaining"(Mishkat al-Masabih, 3096). Abu Hurairah narrated'There are three who
are promised the help of Allah: The MukataBwho wants to buy his freedom, the one
who gets married seeking to keep himself chaste, é@the Mujahid who fights in the
cause of Allah" (Vol.4, Book 26, Hadith 3220)In this Hadith, Allah has paved his
assistance to three categories: the one who fightislam; the slave who seeks freedom;
and the man who wants to void sinning by marryibese three elements cannot be
attained without Allah's will. Almighty Allah hassaured to help the man who refrained
from any sinful act like: adultery and kept histlusstrained as this requires a great effort
and determination. A woman or a man, they both bellrewarded if they embrace purity
of the soul and intentions.

As it is clear, marriage is a very serious unden@gkor Muslims. The two parties
will discover a combination of intellectual, emata and spiritual fulfilment as they will
find guidance from Allah and His Prophet (peace hla$sings of Allah be on him) on
marital/family relations, from proper mate seleotito marital problem resolution. An
operational system will be seen where viable stinegtclear responsibilities, roles and
goals guide us; where the balance provides a safketyfor all parties in a family. Of
course, Islam presents the ideal image of marriégeealization depends on the actions of
each family member.

2.2.3 Purposes of Marriage

As it has been clarified by now, Muslims do notulge into marriage on a whim,
Allah has set goals and certain reasons for it.mhhe concept of marriage is for the sexes
to offer company to one another, love and nurture another, procreate children and live

in peace and calmness according to what Allah eddearriage serves as a means to

"Mukatah the slave who has made a contract of manumigiiergtion).
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emotional and sexual contentment and as a meaessibn reduction. It is also a form of
worship because it is obeying Allah and his Messenlgj is seen as the only possible way

for the sexes to unite and live in harmony. (Dogaxg. 02)

2.3Marriage in Algeria

In Algeria, marriage ceremonies differ from oneioegto another. They include
many rituals and traditional steps which both padse to prepare for. Alike all Arabs,
Algerian people see marriage as a religious eveava all based on the Qur'an and the
Sunnah. The holy book of indicates that marriageukhbe built upon love and mercy.
Muslims speak of marriage as "half the religiohgttis, one’s religion is complete once he
or she gets married. The very step towards marigagkearly the engagement. In Algeria,
alike all parts of north Africa, engagement is paty an agreement between the groom
and bride. It passes beyond this to a matter @jioal and family. A man might go to the
house of the woman whom he wants to ask without eeeing the woman; just by seeing
her parents. This is the traditional way. Nowada&gsiples are often acquainted with each
other before the arrangement of the engagement.ekeny this ritual of the first step
remains irreversible. Only a man can ask for thedhaf the woman although it is known
in Islam that a woman can ask a man's hands asijghdid to the Prophet Muhammad
through a friend. Before the announcement of ttgagement to the public, the groom has
to pay a visit to the bride's family to ask her ¢&nWomen cannot proceed with this
arrangement unless they consent. Women are nat forbed on this matter but parents'

opinion stays important and decisive.

Within this first step towards marriage, the faesliconcerned agree on the date of

the ceremony and all the details of the weddingil&he boy and girl are engaged, they
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are allowed to visit each other under what is knaaeEl-Shoufd. Al-Mughirah bin
Shu'bahproposed to a woman, so the Prophet'saak at her, for indeed that is more
likely to make things better between the two of yod(Jami® at-Tirmidhi 1087).This
Hadith shows the significance of permitting the tparts to see each other to keep the
relationship warm.

During the engagement, the main themes of disaussace the dowry, the costs of
the two events, the guests and the date.

2.3.1 Marriage Ceremonies in Some Regions in Algeri

Algerian men and women are free to marry whomeliey twant as long as the
marriage partner is approved by the family. Pardmatge a more realistic and practical
view on life in general that can guide their chéldrguidance in selecting the appropriate

mate for marriage.

2.3.1.1 Marriage in Tlemcen

In this region, girls start preparing what is knoasEl-ZhaZ as in Arabic means the
nest. Girls collect and sew what they can prepaforgthe ceremony for marriage. In
Tlemcen, people are mostly known to marry fromrti@mily so the priority goes to the

cousins and relatives at first.(Meziane, 2015)

2.3.1.2 Marriage in Oran

Unlike in Tlemcen, marriages in Oran still hold geme traditions of the past as the
bride only sees his groom once on the day of tlga@ement. The next day, he takes the
bride to her parents to sign the contract of mgeiaAfter this, the groom prepares an

enormous feast inviting all the relatives and frdgn

2.3.1.3 Marriage in the Kabylie Region

'El-Shoufa:also known as the NadraShari‘a, is what Muslims/den they are engaged to keep ties friendly.
%El-Zhaz a collection of homemade clothes, makeup andipes$ that the bride buys using the dowry.
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The Kabylie wedding is a wedding full of ancestralditions. When a young man
wanted to ask for a girl's hand, he has to go @ogil he wanted to marry and sacrifice a
sheep or a goat on her doorstep without being ¢augla member of the girl's family. If
he succeeds, her hand is granted to him. The engageaccording to Kabyle traditions is
very solemn because it engages the two familiesiaRi vary slightly between families.
The request for the girl's hand, with the sacrifidea sheep or a goat on the threshold of
the girl's house, can be carried out by the yountgpiswho must succeed in this ritual,
without being surprised by a member of her familjie arrangement of the marriage
might also be done between the two families: thieefs of the bride and groom then the
debate in front of witnesses regarding the amotitfteodowry, during a meal at the father
of the young girl's house. As the wedding date @ggines, the two families commence
preparing. The groom's parents offer symbolic giftshose of the young girl's family: a
guintal of semolina, wheat, olive oil and butteneXof the traditional rituals among many
others.

The day before the wedding, the traditional Coustolling and the
Henndceremony take place. As well as the delivery oflifide's troussedhy the future

husband and certain members of his family.

2.3.2 The Preparations Arranged by the Algerian Brie
The Algerian bride unlike the other brides, as gbes through several preparations
once a man officially proposes. The tours stamfeoshop to another. From modern fabric
to traditionally made clothes to furniture stor@he Algerian bride has to purchase
everything needed because she is moving from destylle to a different one. As these

preparations vary from one girl to another, ananfra region to another. Each bride has a

'Couscous a traditional North African dish of small steaimgranules of rolled semolina.

2 . .
Henna a natural dye extracted from a plant used to draeands, arms or for dyeing hair.
*Trousseaucan be also callefll-Zhaz is the bride's possessions delivered by the groom
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special taste in the colours and quality of thehale she buys. The bride also buys a galon
consisting of decorated pieces, wrapped in thesfiaad best types of fabrics, in addition
to purchasing handmade carpets with great precisimh a delicate aesthetic touch,
alongside the luxurious curtains that are suitdbtethis salon. She also buys paintings,
vases, and various decorative pieces that spahidecorners of the house, especially
handmade silver utensils. Also, buying everythiegded for the bedroom such as blankets
and curtains, pillows, suitable furnishings, andng@e and beautiful antiques for
decoration, for example. Not to forget to mentiotchen utensils, such as tea sets, fine
coffee, and dishes for serving Algerian sweets, thede dishes are often handmade from

pottery. In addition to the kitchen utensils neettethake various other dishes.

'Salon a collection of pillows and couches matched i@ shme style usually used for sitting and rarety fo
sleeping.
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Chapter lll: Marriage in thed®on of Tuat

3.1 Marriage in The Region of Tuat

The marriage ceremonies in Tuat, the state of Adas a distinctive nature since it
is more traditional than the other parts of AlgeMarital relationships in Tuat follow a
material and most importantly, a racial diagramefgvman is entitled only to ask the
hands of a woman of the same racial backgroundstAted before, the Tuati society
consists of four major classes: the Shurfa, theblilnathe Arabs, and the Hartanis. Twaja
and Tuareg also shape a significant percentageeoT tiati population. When it comes to
marriage, the Tuati people are restrained to mamny from their equal social class.
Otherwise, shame and disgrace will follow the faniilone is to ask the hand of a girl
below his social class. This situation works intbatys, a man from a lower class cannot
ask the hand of a woman whom is socially highen thia. For this matter, Ibn Arafaaid
in the fourteen century:"Honor must be respectethé country, if this door is opened,
great consequences will be caus@ll'isia (sl 2o ()

Most Tuati people are still holding on to the ttamis and social customs which
have been passed through many generations. Everyngall over the Islamic nation
generally and specifically the Tuati people asparéulfill half of their religion by getting
married. The Tuati groom and bride have to go thhoseveral steps regarding the marital
bond. The very first step is the engagement arsdatsacred tie between the two parts and
an announcement of the desire and the sinceritiyeointention of the two parties that they
want to complete their life path with each otheneTengagement is the acknowledgment
of love and the manifestation of that love publialhere in Tuat the young man informs
his family of his desire to marry a woman whom iked. Usually this desire is revealed to

the mother before the father as she is the one tweh® the father about their son's

YIbnArafa IbnArafa, by his full name Mohammed Ben MohamrBeth Arafa al-Werghemmi, born in 1316
in Tunis and died in 1401 in Tunis, is an Ifrigiy@mam, the most illustrious representative of Malik
during the Hafsid dynasty.
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willingness towards marriage. At the same time, giietells her family or hints to them
about it. The young man's family sets a date ttoghe fiancée's house to arrange for this
settlement. It is also known that in Tuat regioe Hoy rarely goes with the family for the
engagement. The family often goes on his behalout him being present. Before this
procedure, usually the family of the boy gives anpise or a word to the girl's family as
sacred deal that the guy has expressed his intetaticome and ask for the girl's hand soon
enough. Until then, this word stands significarigtween the two families as a symbol of
honor.

The region of Tuat has a distinguished nature itenaf marriage ceremonies,
summertime in the state of Adrar is the favoritediof holding a marriage, and among
what distinguishes it is the continuous and colectvave of weddings, group banquets,
and the reading dfs-Selkd. Not a single day passes of the week but théovis this city
hears the shots and soundsEdBarud® , and songs emanating after midnight from here
and there, accompanied by the ululation of womeouth the cars roaming the streets.

The season of marriage lasts a long time in Adxarit begins with the end of the
spring season, and continues until the middle ef aitumn season, but it increases
significantly in the summer, which is considered rencsuitable despite the high
temperature because it is the period that coincidgtsthe holidays since most people are
on a break giving them a higher chance to atteadhthrriage ceremony of a relative or a
friend.

As stated before, the Tuati people have speciditipas of marriage, traditions that

seem somehow complicated if not strange, and exmeas well. What is remarkable is

'Es-Selkaan activity where the Qur'an is being read ctilety by a group of people.

%El-Barud: a folklore dance performed in different regionsimorganized shape of a circle using locally
made rifles.
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that the residents of this region still maintainsmme extent the customs and traditions
inherited from the ancestors that characterizemb@ding ceremony under the argument of
preserving the origin is a virtue. One of thesgaus used to be that a man is not entitled
to see or talk to his fiancée from the moment afdregagement, as the family only pays a
surprising visit to the bride's family to keep tpalse and maintain the ties. Another
tradition that had been known in the Tuati registthie rise in the dowries apart from the
expenses of the jewelry and edible merchandise asichil, tea, meat, milk and flour. All
of this is to hold a fancy dinner on both the dathe engagement and marriage.

These habits made many young men in the regioainefrom marriage, and others
resort to neighbouring regions to complete halheir religion because of this tendency to
boast the amount of dowry in the Tuati societywal as excessive, wasteful and large
expenses that mostly lead one to drawn in dehtsost cases, and thus ends up creating a
very difficult situation that is difficult to beamDespite all of this, many middle class
families still live with this situation fearing th&aggering criticisms of the people behind
their back in society. Preparing for a Tuati mayeianight cost around 500 thousand DZD
at least for only the marriage feast without inahgdthe other gatherings of the friends,
family and the bride's other parties hosted befma after the night of the wedding.

This is briefly to point out how marriages take gdausually in Tuat region. As
distinctive as they might be, they are often expenand luxurious. The next few
paragraphs will be allocated to dig deeper in tepsof marriage ceremony in the Tuati
region and to shed light on some of the traditiatnéch are still until our present day in

practice.

3.1.1 El-Kelma

El-Kelma’ is a word used in the local dialect literally miean‘the word’ and it is

used to mean ‘formal agreement'.
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After an everlasting struggle with one's self, tlog looks for the girl with whom he
wants share the rest of his life in a decent maraweording to the Tuati traditions.
Usually, the young boy spots the future bride a#teseries of visits to feasts, friends'
houses or maybe just an unexpected look on thetstkghile passing by. So he starts
building a life in his imagination, number of kids even the names of these unborn
children.

After this train of thoughts, when the guy finaljppthers his courage and enough
confidence, he confronts his mother about how hedsféowards this woman and the
mother usually blesses this intention or tries xpl&n to her son if the family of this
bride-to-be is not easygoing. So, she tries ngetdher boy's hopes too far until the mother
makes sure of the family's background and statssit A well known, the social status
plays a significant role in the Tuati environmemaimost everything.

After the preliminary blessing, the mother oftend®her daughter or a friend of this
mistress to unveil the curtain so that this girtddrer family start digging on the boy's
history to find any flaws or shortcomings. Whiletime process of looking, the girl also
consults her relatives and friends to take theiniop on this matter. After this, the girl has
to make an opinion, whether she agrees or disagseethat the family of the boys can
settle. If it is a disproval, it is a courtesy hetTuati society to give a reason so that the boy
can work his way through this flaw and try to imyeat. If it is an approval, the family of
the boy spreads the word after the father setdeatdavisit the family of the future bride.
In this process, the two families meet to glt-Kelmaas an initial approval to this
marriage. The two families arrange a simple lunablcaming their future son and
daughter in law. This lunch is usually attendedhsy elderly of the two families to honor

this sacred bond newly created between these twiliéa. Usually, after this familial
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gathering, the girl puts sign on her hands viatfHennato show that she has been linked
to this boy who gavel-Kelma.

Soon enough, the news goes viral as it does net ltakg until that whole village
knows. It is often heard that many boys express tlesire to have wanted to propose to
this girl but it is late for remorse once the wagégreed upon.

There used to be another sign to imply that theayd the boy have been united
when the mother of the boy begins to speak abaufgiti's past in a benign manner to
show that this link has been planned for a longetimnd also to express the mother's
approval to this girl.

During the process dl-Kelma the boy has to demonstrates his love and gergrosi
by showering the family of his future bride withftgiwhenever possible. The girl usually
responds using the same method, as she bringsayifte mother of her future groom and
spending some quality time with his sister if théseto pave the way for a healthy

relationship between the two familig880-379 aiall ¢5 yiza ()

3.1.2 The Engagement

After the phase dEl-Kelma,the groom starts to prepare himself for the engesge.
El-Kelmausually takes a considerable period of time uh&lgroom prepares himself well
to send his family on his behalf to make this boffitial.

At this point, it is then that the groom prepares kit that contains everything the
bride needs to show his willingness and deternmonatioward the future bride; the
companion who will accompany him through the cowfhis life, and shares it with him,
its bitterness and its sweetness. The engagementpisblic manifestation of love, and
usually declared to the mother before the fathethasmother tells the father once the
family decides to pay a visit to the family of thel. At the same time, the father of the

groom announces the news to the future bride'efdtr them to prepare for this event to
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host the family of the future groom. The groom baybag known traditionally as El-
Kantindcontaining different kinds of things such as: cosose Khimaf, Jellabd,
perfumes, sugar, clothes and other things needdatiebpride. When this bag is handed,
usually the grandmother of the bride comes to clesekything thoroughly in it to give her
blessing that the approval has been given to thengr

It is crucial to mention that the consent in theaflfusociety is an extremely
fundamental element unlike what is claimed on thatiTregion. This is to negate all of the
false claims that the woman is controlled by thenraad that she has no saying in these
matters. The Tuati thinkers fought against theséaiurtreatments towards women
guaranteeing her rights as stated in the holy Qaral the social custom@4dséa 3 i )

On the day of the engagement, some families deoide during the day and others
prefer to go at night to the future bride's houspemding on the preference and the
distance between the two families; in case theebasiod groom are from different regions.
Before the departure of the family of the groomttie house to the future bride, all the
relatives gather at the house of the groom to peeize bag and its contents with the
presence of the groom. The Tuati people have eefbéhat the groom should not
accompany his family on the day of the engagemehis remains dependent on each
family, some families take the groom with them be tondition of not seeing the bride,
but most of the Tuati people do not. It is alsoahihto roam around the cemetery on the
way to the future bride's house. Once they arriib@house, the first person to meet them
is always the father or the older brother if théhéa is deceased. Then, they hand EI-
Kantina to the father who gives it to the grandmeothAfter this, women and men are

separated from each other.

El-Kantina a term used in Tuat to refer to the bag brougtthe family of the groom that contains different
types of makeup and other things the bride needs.

%El-Khimar. a piece of clothing worn by Muslim women to cotteeir hair.

%Jellabaa Moroccan piece of clothing worn by women usualhen being outside the house.
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Women serve dates and milk while the two familigshange nice words with joy and
delight. Then, the main meal is served, luncheféimgagement takes place during the day;
dinner if it is held at night.

After this, the betrothal ring is presented by thether, sister, and other relatives of
the groom who attended. The ring is usually wrapped a sparkling and glittery paper in
a shape of a present. Then, the mother or the gsosister puts it on the future bride's
finger to announce that the bond has been officiafined. Then, the mother hands an
amount of money that varies from one family to &eot The usual amount is estimated to
be around 30.000 to 50.000 DA handed by the mathtire fiancée's mother.

Following this, ululation and clapping fill the heeias they are known to be sign of
happiness and expression of contentment.

Meanwhile, the men read Ayat EL-Karaiong with Surah El-lkhlas, El-Falag, An-
Nas and. Ending this gathering witbua’and warm handshaké®beid Allah M. , A

Personal Interview, 2023)

3.1.2.1El-Fal

While the men saipua, the mother of the bride prepares herEarFal which is an
activity of puttingEl-Hennaon the hands of the future bride. Usual}sHennais put on
the palms of the future bride by either the futgr@om’'s mother or the sister.

After putting EI-Henng women celebrate this occasion by eating cake.cake is a
traditional and modern habit bought by the futureogn a sign of affection. It usually
contains around three layers of different flavodrse two families share it together with

joy and laughter.

!Ayat El-Korsi the holiest verse of Quran. The verse numbes i2%Burah Al-Baqarah.
Dua isessentially an expression of submission ohfitGod and of one's neediness and gratitude.
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3.1.3 The Dowry in Tuat Region

As stated previously, the dowry of the Tuati pedplemongst the highest ones in
Algeria considering that its minimum is around ZMM to 250.000 DZD. Every family
tries to reach highest bargain. This is due tosthm@al pressure on the family of the groom
as the dowry is viewed as an element to brag afitnve.more the future groom pays, the
more famous and respected the family comes up.to be

The dowry worth is controlled by whether the futbrede is a working woman or a
staying at home woman. Financial stability playsuge role in the case, if the future bride
works, the dowry is usually found out to be higltdugse it is well known that working
women are not easy to please. On the other hamte{staying women are known to have
less strict desires and conditions.

The dowry in Tuatis not determined by beauty oringgs, it is a matter of one's
capacity to give according to his financial statBeme families pay it on the day of the
engagement; given by the mother of the future groOther families pay it three or four
days after the engagement depending on the deaidi@ach family. The Tuati people
agree to name the dowry Es-sdag. Also, the Tuaflpemake sure that the dowry of their
daughters is alike their peers; as the parenteefitooms spend much on behalf of their
sons as form of generosity and determination éalhethe wealthy ones.

The dowry is known to be a form of payment legaligthe marriage in Islam. It is
used mainly to cover the future brid&saof clothes, gold, jewelry (rings, bracelets,
necklaces) and other things required by the biStene of the Tuati brides use it to buy
gold mostly and the rest &l-Zhazusually is paid for by the husband's personal mone
later in the marital life. Others spend it carefudind with caution making sure to fulfill
their needs without further expenses.

In Tuat region, it is most likely that the Shurfadahe Mralgn give a dowry higher
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than the other classes in the Tuati society ingespo the social ladder and rank. 1
fathers of the Shurfa family also give almost wtreg husband has offered as a sigt
cherish andespect to the traditional norms, and to hold timilfgs status in the societ

(33 Andia (paall e ()

3.1.4Setting the Date of the Weddin

After all the keen preparations for the wedding, fdumilies of both the future groo
and bride gather to agree upon a suitable datéhBorwedding ceremony. In the Tu
society, the final word is determined by the fatbkethe groom. On the day of s event,
the two families gather once again, as on the daye engagement without the futt
groom, withEl-Jma?a®. Thisgroup of people known &l-Jma’a attend to verify the dat
of the wedding so that it does not conflict withodrer ongoing weddir. After setting the
date, the two families andl-Jma?a join together for a well prepared meal, whethercch
or dinner. It is accustomed in the Tuati societyséove peas witlEl-Melfoufinstead of

Couscous on this occasion.

Figure IV: A picture of El-Melfouf

Source https://imgglobal.cpcdn.com/recipes/5330f39176987acf/600x964ibto.web

'El-Jma?a: is a group of people involving the elderly men wéry family close to the groom's fam
%El-Melfouf is a traditional dish prepared with the liver oeep wrapped fat. An oily and greasy dis
served in grand occasiorSde Figure Il
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At the end of thisevent, the men of the family bé tbride shake hands with the
family of the groom endingitwith a TuatisayingsS!l jleill o g@all 5| pa e 8 L JoS5 ",
"AIIhuyuRmilmabqé?la@a§/r"."(0beid Allah M. , 2023) .This saying expresdbe warm
wishes for the bride and groom to continue togekbiagpily hoping for them to reach the

"big day" which is the wedding day healthy and vgtkat spirit.

3.1.5 The Rituals of the Wedding Ceremony

Before the start of the wedding ceremonies, thetiToather of the bride prepares
Es-Sfouf, L'bhur®, and prepares all the utensils of the kitchen lysbarrowed from the
relatives and friends to cover the needs of theasion. At this point, the bride has
preparedel-Zhazand purchased all what is needed for the weddihg. groom also, at
this point, has finished the work in his house anepared well for his big day. For this
matter, women, men and girls are allocated a daytooh they attend.

In this chapter, we will discuss the different egemosted within the marital

ceremony in the Tuatisociety which give the Tuadirniage its unique touch.

3.1.5.1 The Day Allocated for Women

Known also in the Tuati region as "the feast of woi or in theTuati dialect as
2rdet El-Nsawif, the bride's and groom's mothers invite few woraeday before this
event to peel the vegetables and prepare meatyasther thing needed for this gathering.
On the next day, those invited women gather oneinag preparé.'-hbeZ for the guests

as the meal before lunch, and Couscous for lunttier gis, all the invited women (guests

Es-Sfouf crushed hard dates usually eaten with milk orewakhe Tuati people have it mostly in Ramadan
or before having lunch.

“L'bhur: They are small sticks or balls of aromatic pasteduto fumigate rooms in the house. A form of
natural scent.

*2rdet EI-Nsawinis gathering for women on the first day of theafiwvedding.

“L'hbez is a Tuati traditional dish made from flour. stusually prepared using milk or sauce.
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arriving from othergsur and the ones from the samsar gather in large room to play
drums and sing folk songs mainly those songs pi@isie Prophet Muhammad.
In the afternoon of this day, guests are servedemoade pastries and tea while

dancing, chatting and enjoying the rest of the exgen

3.1.5.2 The Day Allocated for Girls
This day takes place after the day of women thaifter Zrdet EI-Nsawin It is

usually set a day aftadet EI-Nsawindepending on each family. It is exclusively hosted
by the family of the bride. On this day, while giseare being served at the family of the
bride's house, the bride goes to a beauty salaretdair fixed, makeup put, and nails
done. After dinner, all of the attendants gatheplay the drum. While the bride wears El-
Kaftar?, the rest of the guests wait for her to come oummeet her giving her their
blessings.

After this, the guests are served with coffee aifférént types of the most delicious

pastries and cookies.

3.1.5.2.1 The Night oEl-Henna

At this night of girls, the Tuati bride mainly chees to wear a house robe to meet the
girls who are waiting for her to withess her puitiel-Henna The bride usually chooses
her aunt for this task or another elderly relatimecase the aunt of the bride is not
available. After this, the bride cuts a piece of ttake and feed it to the woman who is
applyingEl-Hennaon the bride's hands ending this occasion wittcidgnwith joy filling

the atmosphere (See Figure 1V).(Obeid Allah M.R&sonal Interview, 2023)

'El-Kaftan is a traditional piece of clothing worn by womiermany cultures.
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Figure V: A Bride Applying El-Henna

Source: A Picture by the Author.

Figure VI: The Tools Used forEl-Henna Night

Source: A Picture by the Author.

3.1.5.3.L'gbul

Is term used in the Tuati region that refers todhg of the wedding when the fatt
of the groom chooses someone who is old in mafteige and wisdom to represent
groom. Usually this person is from the same famalyhrother or even the uncle te

father if available.
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On this day ofL'gbul, men gather for a well prepared feast at nightthe
meantime, people read Surah El-Fatiha while theefabf groom presents the man
chosen to represent his son. This person is knoewhuat asEL-Wakil who himself
passes the word to the Imam. Then the Imam anneuhe¢ the bride, the daughter of
this person and that (naming her ancestors) hagptext the groom, the son of this and
that (naming his ancestors.) (Molay Djeloul)

Meanwhile, the bride usually prepares herself, robe and her hair at the beauty
salon for going to her parents' house alongsidtidun. At this point, the groom enters the
hall in which men are gathered to wédfBurnusand the sword. Then, the uncle usually
putsEl-Kuhl* in the groom's eyes. After this, the family of @y@om picks the bride in a
parade of cars to take her to her new house, helyamd's house, in an atmosphere of joy
and delight. While the groom exits the hall, hierids form a group to walk him to his
house while readingl-Burda and they wait for him to enter his house beforythepart.
At this point, the bride has been walked by wonemédr house waiting for her new life
companion.

Amongst the Tuatisongs which women utter when tigels on her way to her house:
Mlhs ol beld gialld Al ey
"Bismallhil iftalhtafikyadarbuya”
"In the name of Allah, what is in me | left it bkaio my father's house™

This saying means that the bride has put everytbatyor ominous behind her, and
now she is starting a freshly new life.

While women walk her to her doorstep, they singiatifsong:

"ﬁl\d}ua)(;c’é)ual\}** 4‘13\,\}4‘13\(“»,\
thu\‘):\il\cb** @\JYY«LA\J

YEl-Kuhl: is a cosmetic product, used mainly for the womeithe eyes.
%El-Burda: is a form of the religious poetry made to complitnine prophet.
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e Jadl silen #* Alial alans
Ll a0 s ) e
"BismAllahi w biallhi ** wa alsalaatullaragiliAllahi
Rahat lalarahat ** r ahalkhagrum?aha
samahaamghylya ** smatuafhal mih

yasaldiallijatu ** jat li darha"
"In the name of Allah and with Allah ** and the gexs be upon Allah's Prophet
Lala' went ** the goodness went with her
He named her his queen ** she named him his metkeight
How lucky the one to whom she came ** she cameetchouse”

When they arrive at the bride's house, the Tuabpleehave a habit of putting a
spoon or a knife at the doorstep, and then thewpiail in one of the corners of the house
while singing:

"aaY o il ol R Ll gl el
"samarahawtaduha ** aw rabat awladalts "
"She pinned her wedges ** and raised her children”
This saying indicates that the bride has startestifa and solid life based on
compassion and love, and with this love she willgder children.
This tradition in the Tuati region means that thild has settled in her newly
established house and that she will raise her mmldvell, strongly with undivided
attention. It also suggests that the house is firoh,only in matter of its structure, but also

in matter of the connection between the bride Aedgtoom {<é_~, p. 108)

3.1.5.3.1El-Burnus and the Groom's Sword
The sword andtl-Burnushave a symbolic meaning in the Tuati region. Thegm

the groom as an emperor of his days and his timeakluration of seven days, the groom

YL alla: is title used frequently in Tuat expressing higésmand respect. Typically used to call the wonfen o
Shurfa descent.
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wearsEl-Burnusand carry the sword to repel demons and to estabésveen him and tt
other people around. The groom weEIl-Burnusand carry the sword from the dayEl-

Hennaas sign of ara; as the lor-awaited knight(394 dsia ¢ iza ()

3.1.5.£l-plal*

Is an event held after the day of the wedding ntghtelebrate the new bride 1
moving from single life to marital life. It startBom the early morning under tl
supervision of the groom's mother where women gdthkave lunch. The bride enters:
hall where women are gathered wearing white. Theéebreceives a basket filled wi
candy and nuts, then she puts her hands orablessing. Then, these nuts and candy
distributed on the women who are in this hall wite bride. After this, theride returns to
her room while women finish this event with drunmel alances-402 Glsaall ¢ jtas ()

(403

Figure VI: A Picture of the Bride on El-hlal Day

A Picture by theAuthor.

3.1.5.5 Coffee Day

'El-nlal: is a Tuati term used to refer to the event wheeebifide prepares herself for the wedding r
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Is the third day after the wedding night. In thealiuegion, coffee day is the day
when the bride shows off her abilities in makingdoiits, dressing, and even dancing. It is
a special day for girls only alike the second dathe wedding ceremony that is allocated
for girls, yet it differs from it in the way theibde is dressed and that this coffee day takes
place at the bride's new house, and not her paréntshe morning of this day, the
Tuatibride goes to the beauty salon before thetguesve whilst her family relatives and
friends prepare the hall or room for this evente Tdoffee day mostly starts from the
afternoon until sunset. The Tuati bride usually isgiree dresses for this event, mostly
traditional and sometimes modernly styled to sh@w fashion sense to the girls in the

room.

3.1.5.6. The Bride's Leaving Day

This is usually is the seventh after the weddirghtiiand in some places in Tuat it is
the third day after the wedding night. The Tuatdéron this day visits her parents house
after seven days in her house to have either lonchnner. Before the bride has the meal
at her parents' house, she, her husband and thamwassigned to keep her company visit
the bride's uncles, relatives and older peoplesimvillage (in case the bride married a man
from another village) as a sign of respect anddbtaining blessing. Then, the bride
returns to her parents' house to have dinner bate lunch in a warm atmosphere with her
parents and relatives whom she has not seen fatidarof approximately seven days.
This visit also shows that the Tuati groom is weled into the bride's family, and has

become an undivided part of it.

3.2. The Birth of Children:

As soon as the newly married couple has theirbinst, happiness and joy fill the
house and all the members of the family rejoicthia delightful event. It is accustomed in

the Tuati society that the wife goes to her patdmisise for a duration of four to five
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months. During this period, the parents' house mesnapen for the guests as they come
from theqsar, and even from other neighbourgsyr to congratulate the family on their
newborn reciting the saying:" "4dl= 4\S;5." "mabrak, Allah y?afih"offering their
warmest wishes and hopes for the newborn to refm@afthy in the future iséa s )
@70

Anotherdear tradition for the Tuati people ispariorgAdhart in the right ear of the
newborn. After a week on the newborn, the familysteoa feast for the relatives,
neighbours, and even the Imams and teachers d@tdinan to reciteitafterthisfeast. After
the latter ends, all those who were invited joi@ iimams in reciting few verses of the holy
Qur'an, and then they end readinm for the newborn. Another tradition known in the
Tuati society is to announce the name of the newlmardly in the crowd as a sign of pride

and happinesg36isia ¢l e 0 )

'Adhan is the Islamic call for prayer. The woAdihanmeans 'to listen'
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Conclusion

In the end, one can realize how Tuatis anotherdvoompletely different from what we
know, it is a completely distinct point from thoaeeas that we have not seen in cinema
films, and we have not heard about in stories aadhave not read its details in novels.lt is
the cradle of the first historical civilizationsathpaved the way to the other arriving
civilizations. The Tuati admirable traditions, geidyellowish sand, and vast mud-made
gsur are what give this region its distinct and lovablega. Not to forget the wondrous
irrigation system using thi@uggarat Along with these traditions of Tuat, comes thaflu
marital ceremony and its warm nature and it isrbfedescribed through what we had.
These teachings are a form of traditions and cust@tated to a deep and keen attachment
to the Islamic conscience and the connection to gheanic schools. This profound
connection is what makes the Tuati region distfrmin the other regions. It can be said
that Tuat has traditions and social customs thadeeit unique from the other Algerian
regions. Whether these customs concern the sot@gtdlsuch as the social norms, or what

concerns our case of the study "The Marriage Cengritothe Tuati Region"”.
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