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Abstract :

Our study of the personality of Habib Bourguiba and Saleh Ben Youssef and the
conflict that eventually turned into bloody violence and had a profound impact on the
Algerian-Tunisian relations. After this comprehensive study, we concluded a set of results,
the most important of which are:

Bourguiba’s completion of his studies in France, his contact with French society and
its culture, and his discipleship of its intellectual and spiritual approaches, among others,
and the assassination of Saleh bin Youssef in 1961, Germany, was the reason for his
revolutionary principles and stances and his closeness to Gamal Abdel Nasser.

The conflict that was between Bourguiba and Ben Youssef, with the pressure of the
Tunisian street, made each party try to win the favor of the Algerians by embracing their
revolution, helping them, and standing by them to achieve freedom and independence.
An authoritarian rule that leaves no room for democracy and openness to the other, and
this can be observed to this day in Tunisia.

Keywords: conflict, Bourguiba, Saleh Ben Youssef, Algerian-Tunisian relations, political

class, authoritarian rule, democracy and openness



