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Abstract:

Participatory democracy is the participation of citizens in the decision—-making
process that is related to their public affairs. Among the most important
mechanisms for activating this participation is enhancing the role of civil society
organizations in raising citizens' concerns, drawing up public policies and
identifying their manifestations on the ground by giving them the possibility to
express their opinions and Legislative institution. Local participatory democracy is
widely seen as promoting better accountability, improving the delivery of basic
services and meeting the challenges of life — poverty, unemployment, health ... -

which require solutions tailored to local conditions.

Algeria is one of the countries that has sought to apply the principles of
participatory democracy through successive constitutions throughout its history
since independence and its development in this field. And the laws governing the
local communities, most notably municipal law No. 11/10 and state law 12/07, in
which the Algerian legislator highlighted his intention to devote the role of citizens

and civil society to political participation.

For example, the municipality of Zaouiet Kounta, which witnessed political,
social and cultural development, which in turn seeks to implement participatory
democracy through mechanisms, the most important of which are: informing
citizens of meetings and municipal decisions; activating public consultation in the
functioning of the Municipal People's Assembly; and conduct a public inquiry. In
order to implement these mechanisms, there are some important factors: the role
of the People's Assembly in transparency, the spread of the various media, the
development of the role of local associations and their differences in all fields, the
growing political culture of the citizen and the wide spread of various

administrative decentralized institutions.

Keywords: Democracy, Participation, Civil Society, Municipal, State.
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