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Abstract

This study falls within the field of sociological research concerned with analyzing
entrepreneurship from a social perspective. It aims to identify the factors
contributing to the formation of entrepreneurial culture among young people in
Tamanrasset Province, one of the southern regions of Algeria that has witnessed,
in recent years, a growing expansion of public policies promoting entrepreneurial
initiatives among youth. The significance of this study stems from the economic
transformations experienced by Algeria and the gradual transition from a
development model characterized by the dominance of the public sector in
employment to one that encourages entrepreneurial initiative and private
investment through the establishment of support mechanisms and institutions
designed to promote entrepreneurship and facilitate the creation of small
enterprises.

The study was guided by the following central research question: How is
entrepreneurial culture formed among young people in Tamanrasset
Province? More specifically, it sought to examine the extent to which socio-
economic and cultural factors, educational and vocational training institutions,
and the National Agency for Youth Employment Support (ANSEJ) contribute to
the development and consolidation of entrepreneurial culture. Three hypotheses
were formulated to examine the influence of young people's socio-economic



characteristics, the role of entrepreneurship education, and the contribution of the
National Agency for Youth Employment Support to the formation of
entrepreneurial culture.

The study adopted a sociological approach as its theoretical framework, drawing
upon the contributions of several scholars who examined entrepreneurship from
different perspectives, notably Pierre Bourdieu, through the concepts of
economic, cultural, and social capital; Joseph Schumpeter, who viewed
entrepreneurship as an innovative force driving economic development; Albert
Shapero, whose work focused on the formation of entrepreneurial intention; and
Alan Fayol, whose principles of management and organization remain
fundamental to enterprise management. This theoretical integration made it
possible to interpret the phenomenon from a sociological standpoint by linking
entrepreneurial behaviour to the social and cultural structures that shape and guide
it.

Methodologically, the study employed the descriptive-analytical approach, which
was considered the most appropriate for addressing the research problem. The
empirical investigation was conducted on a sample of young entrepreneurs
benefiting from the services of the National Agency for Youth Employment
Support (ANSEJ) in Tamanrasset Province. Data were collected primarily
through a questionnaire, complemented by semi-structured interviews and
participant observation in order to deepen the interpretation of the findings and
enrich the qualitative analysis.

The findings revealed that entrepreneurial culture among young people is not
shaped by a single factor but rather results from the interaction of social,
economic, cultural, and institutional determinants. Unemployment, the aspiration
to improve living standards, and the economic conditions of families emerged as
the principal motivations driving young people towards entrepreneurship. Family
and the surrounding social environment also contributed, to varying degrees, to
shaping attitudes toward self-employment. The results further showed that
educational and vocational training institutions play an increasingly important
role in promoting entrepreneurial thinking, despite the continued predominance
of theoretical instruction over practical entrepreneurial training. In addition, the
study demonstrated that the National Agency for Youth Employment Support
performs a role that extends beyond financial assistance through guidance,
mentoring, training, awareness-raising activities, and project evaluation, thereby



strengthening young people's confidence, fostering entrepreneurial initiative, and
reinforcing entrepreneurial culture.

The study concludes that entrepreneurial culture in Tamanrasset Province has
gradually evolved into an emerging social process resulting from the interaction
between economic transformations, public support programmes, and educational
and socialization institutions. Entrepreneurship has therefore become not only a
developmental option but also a social strategy capable of contributing to
unemployment reduction and the promotion of sustainable local development.

Keywords: Entrepreneurial Culture; Entrepreneurship; Employment; Youth;
National Agency for Youth Employment Support (ANSEJ); Entrepreneurship
Education.
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