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Abstract / General Summary

This dissertation examines the mechanisms of critical discourse in the
works of Abdelhamid Bourayou through an exploration of the trajectory of
Algerian literary criticism and the transformations of critical practice,
culminating in an in-depth reading of his narrative and folkloric texts.

The introductory section provides a general overview of the development of the
critical movement in Algeria, showing that Algerian criticism has gone through
two main phases. The first is the phase of contextual approaches, which focused
on studying literary texts in light of their social, historical, and psychological
conditions, with an emphasis on understanding the text through its relationship
with society, the author, and the reader. The second is the phase of systemic
approaches, which concentrated on internal textual analysis through stylistic,
structuralist, and semiotic methods, enabling a scientific reading based on the
analysis of structures, signs, and linguistic mechanisms. Throughout these
transformations, Algerian criticism has maintained an ongoing dialogue with
Arab and Western critical traditions, benefiting from translation movements,
academic training, and cultural activity. These developments paved the way for
the emergence of well-established critical projects, most notably the experience
of Abdelhamid Bourayou, which constitutes the core focus of this dissertation.

In the first chapter, An Inductive Approach to Abdelhamid Bourayou’s Critical
Thought, the study traces the main features of Bourayou’s critical thinking by
examining his academic trajectory, sources of intellectual formation, and
methodological choices, while highlighting the close connection between theory
and practice within the Algerian cultural field. It becomes clear that Bourayou
did not confine himself to the literal transmission of knowledge; rather, he
sought to recontextualize Western critical theory within the local context, while
preserving analytical independence and clarity of vision. This orientation is
particularly evident in his translations and his structural analysis of folk
narratives, especially through his reliance on Vladimir Propp’s functionalist
model, with theoretical tools adapted to the specificity of Algerian cultural
material. This approach reflects a deep critical awareness of the nature of folk
texts and their multilayered structure, which calls for the use of multiple
analytical tools without methodological eclecticism or excessive theorization, as
clearly demonstrated in his application to the tale “The Son of the Abandoned
Woman.” ready.
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The second chapter, Structural Analysis of the Discourse of Practice in
Abdelhamid Bourayou’s Work, focuses on a dual reading of two major books by
Bourayou. The first, Folk Tales in the Biskra Region: A Field Study, lays the
foundation for understanding folk narratives within their social, cultural, and
environmental contexts. The second, Fairy Tales of the Maghreb: An Analytical
Study of the Meaning of Meaning, offers a descriptive and analytical reading of
fairy-tale texts using structuralist and semiotic analytical tools. Through this
dual reading, it becomes evident that Bourayou integrates functional analysis
with anthropological approaches that reveal social relations, value systems, and
mechanisms of legitimacy within the popular imagination. He demonstrates that
the folktale is not merely a narrative sequence, but rather a semantic discourse
that reflects society’s worldview, thereby offering a conscious critical model for
engaging with oral heritage.

The third chapter, Semiotic Analysis of the Discourse of Practice in Abdelhamid
Bourayou’s Work, demonstrates how Bourayou moves beyond descriptive
readings of narrative texts toward a precise analytical practice that is open to
contemporary developments in structuralist and semiotic methodologies. He
conceives the creative text as an open semantic space in which voices intersect,
temporalities multiply, and narrative components interact within a meaning-
producing network.

Within this framework, his approach is marked by a deconstructive engagement
with structuralist and semiotic models, with particular emphasis on spatial and
temporal elements as well as textual thresholds. This focus reveals social
conflict, cultural identity, and the investment of folk heritage as an integrated
artistic and semantic device rather than a merely decorative element. The
analysis confirms that narrative texts constitute an interpretive space reflecting
Algerian society’s struggle with itself and its history, while anticipating
possibilities of transformation, and highlighting the flexibility of analytical tools
and their capacity to uncover deep layers of meaning.

The dissertation ultimately reveals a comprehensive critical vision in
Abdelhamid Bourayou’s work, combining the procedural rigor of structuralist
and semiotic methodologies with openness to global critical developments,
while taking into account the cultural and social specificity of Algerian folk and
narrative texts. His critical project emphasizes that reading is not limited to
textual description, but involves understanding and interpreting texts within their
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social and cultural contexts, and interrogating their internal structures in order to

produce multi-layered meaning, thereby positioning his work as a pioneering
model in contemporary Algerian critical discourse.
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